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Amazing Grace: The Grace of God in Sanctification 
 

Part 3 

1. DYNAMIC SANCTIFICATION 

a. Progressive –  

2 Corinthians 3:14 - 4:1   14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read 

the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken 

away.  15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.  16 But when 

one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 

this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.   

Ephesians 4:20-24  20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!-  21 assuming that you have 

heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus,  22 to put off your old self, 

which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires,  23 and 

to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,  24 and to put on the new self, created after the 

likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

b. Practical 

Ephesians 4:25-31   25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the 

truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.  26 Be angry and do not sin; do 

not let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and give no opportunity to the devil.  28 Let the 

thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that 

he may have something to share with anyone in need.  29 Let no corrupting talk come out of 

your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give 

grace to those who hear.  30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed for the day of redemption.  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and… 

c. Proactive 

i. Personal 

ii. Pervasive 

iii. Persevering 

iv. Perceivable 

“The condition of the believer in this life…is one of progression, a pregression both negative and 

positive in character. It embraces both mortification and sanctification. In reference to 

mortification, two passages in the New Testament are particularly striking because of the 



T r i n i t y  M i n i s t r y  E q u i p p i n g  C e n t e r                              | 11 

 

Amazing Grace: The Grace of God in Sanctification 
 

contexts in which they apperar. ‘But if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 

shall live’ (Rom. 8:13). “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 

uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry’ (Co. 

3:5) These two passages are the more instructive becausethey occur in contexts in which the 

once-for-all death to sin and the translation thereby to the realm of new life in Christ are in the 

forefront. In Romans 6, the accent falls upon this definitive transition; and the pivotal 

consideration is ‘ye died to sin’ But in Romans 8:13, the Apostle addresses believers and clearly 

intimates that their own agency is to be enlisted in putting to death the deeds of the body – ad 

duty made all the more remarkable since he had already said that the body of sin had been 

destroyed (Rom. 6:6). This activity is one that can be exercised only in the strength and grace of 

the Holy Spirit…But it is an activity in which they as believers are to be engages, and it consists 

of nothing less violent than that of putting to death…It is clear (also in Colossians)…that the 

activity of the believer is enlisted in this process. The implication is, therefore, to the effect that, 

notwithstanding the definitive death to sin alluded to in Colossians 2:20 and 3:3, the believer is 

not so delivered from sin in its lust and defilement but the he needs to be actively engaged in 

the business of the slaughterhouse with reference to his own sins…” (Definitive and Progressive 

Sanctification, by John Murray, http://www.banneroftruth.org/pages/articles/article_detail.php?1925) 

Hebrews 9:14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 

(latreu,ein verb infinitive present active accusative) the living God 

Titus 2:14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (condemnation 
of those who practice lawlessness – Mt. 7:23 

1 John 3:2-10  2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we will be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is.  3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies (a`gni,zei verb indicative 

present active 3rd person singular) himself as he is pure.  4 Everyone who makes a 
practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  5 You know that he 
appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  6 No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.  7 
Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as 
he is righteous.  8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the works of the devil.  9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.  10 By 
this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love 
his brother. 

Romans 6:22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
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1 Peter 1:13-19   13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, 
set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance,  15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  16 
since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."  17 And if you call on him as Father 
who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile,  18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

1 Peter 1:22-23   22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  23 since you have 
been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and 
abiding word of God; 

The Old Man & The New Man 

KJV Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

The crucifixion of the ‘old man’ is a finished work. The ‘old man’ is dead. We are no longer 
enslaved to the service of sin. The life characterized by captivity, total depravity and inability has 
been dealt with once-for-all time. We have been (completed action) set free! 

Romans 6:7   7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.  

We now have a new ‘master’. Even as sin within held us captive our new life in union with Christ 
has transferred us to another realm and a new creation that is being transformed (by the Word 
and Spirit – passive 2 Cor. 3:18 AND by the active presentation of your bodies and renewal of 
your mind and proving the will of God Rom 12:1-2) into more Christ likness. The old man ‘has 
been’ laid aside and the ‘new man’ has taken his place. It is thus important that the ‘deeds, 
character and conduct’ of practice when we were living as the old man also be put aside. In the 
same way the new man has come – we are a new creation and as such we must/will practice the 
‘deeds, character and conduct’ of a new man who is being made unto the likeness of God in 
Christ. 

Colossians 3:7-12   7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  8 But now you 
must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.  9 Do 
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices  10 and have put 
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  11 Here 
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but 
Christ is all, and in all.  12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 
kindness, 

 

Sometimes by confounding the image of the ‘old’ and ‘new’ man with the practical expressions of how 
one lives some have misunderstood there to still be an old and new man in us. This is wrong. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17   17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

The emphasis and thrust in the letter to the Ephesians is not that both these men are still present, but 
that each of these the former and the present represent very different lifestyles. As such those things 
associated with the ‘old’ should be put off just as it was put off/to death and the those things associated 
with the ‘new’ should be put on just as it has been put on/made alive. 

A little technical consideration… 

      To put off    your  according to  the     prior           conduct      (of)  the     old          man 

Ephesians 4:22 avpoqe,sqai ùma/j   kata.   th.n prote,ran avnastrofh.n to.n palaio.n a;nqrwpon  

The   corrupt            according to   the  strong desires         the   deceit 

to.n fqeiro,menon kata.       ta.j evpiqumi,aj     th/j avpa,thj( 

 

Thus it can be understood as – to put of your conduct that accords with the old man,  corrupt according 
to deceitful desires…And to put on those things that rightly characterize and adorn the new man – true 
righteousness and holiness. [very practical see following context] 

Ephesians 4:25-29   25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the 
truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.  26 Be angry and do not sin; do not 
let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and give no opportunity to the devil.  28 Let the thief no 
longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may 
have something to share with anyone in need.  29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your 
mouths… 

We are ‘no longer’ of the flesh but of the Spirit. 

Romans 8:3-4   3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,  4 
in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

The Flesh: Romans 8:9-14  9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him.  10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness.  11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you.  12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh.  13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live.  14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 

*at this point a number of thoughts and questions may be coming to your mind. Usually they are 
questions about Romans 7 and 1 Cor. 3  - God willing, we’ll consider these next week. 


